
 
  

Principalõs Update:  
What is it like being the principal for the day?- by Ian Hammons 

Being principal for the day is really fun and a good learning experience  

because I got to spend time with my friends and listen to their opinions. Their 

opinions were about the vocabulary in the morning and other things. I got to  

see and listen to what they think about policies at school. We went into  

different classrooms and got to sit and observe the teachers and students.  

Some things we observed are how different teachers answer questions  

differently. We also noticed how some teachers have very different ways of  

teaching something, for example some try to make class funny and  

entertaining and some just get straight to the point. 

 

It's also very interesting seeing how teachers encourage teamwork and participation, which is an 

important skill in the long run. Today in science we got to observe the eye dissection. We got to see 

how students used teamwork to dissect the eye. All of the kids that were working on the dissection 

were working at a good level of noise and were very focused 

on their task. The science teachers had zero tolerance for 

messing around because they were working with dangerous 

tools and needed to be extra safe with them. I also learned 

how to use a walkie-talkie. Overall being the principal for the 

day was very fun and a good learning experience. 
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Wall of Fame: 
Each week teachers nominate students who exemplify scholarship and citizenship and their names are 

added to the ñWall of Fameò for the week. Congratulations to this weekôs Wall of Fame Students! We 

appreciate your hard work and your great attitude:  
 

Katelyn Browder, Danny Lopez, Danyelle Harris, Lauren Berlin, Natalie Tillman, Jacob Van 

Doren, Taylor Anderson-Maher, Sam O'Sullivan, Nina Ramezani, Lloyd Escola, Julian Gibson, 

Tyler Kowalski, Yahir Ochoa Arroyo, Ben Cain, Andrew Ayala, Tati Orozco, Brielle Machado, 

Brooklyn Powers, Sophie Pettis, Jose Delgado, Alex Caprau, Lucy Moseley, Mia Fraysier, 

Brendan Fulcher, Oscar Tapia        

 

If a studentôs name appears on here more than once or for more than one week, it means that student is 

doing great things in several classes. 

 

Laguna Middle School             John Calandro, Principal 
11050 Los Osos Valley Road San Luis Obispo, CA 93405  805-596-4055 

 

  

  

  

 

 



 

Around School:   
¶ Congratulations to the Laguna Middle School students who were selected as members of 
the County Junior Honor band! 

Flutes: Isabelle Preston Clarinets: Stephen Lin, Charlie Jansen, Leili Nelson 

Trumpets: Grisha Dekhtyar, Isaiah Bueno, Christian Cuevillas  

String Bass: Kai Winstead     Tenor Saxophone: Stella Tabuenca    Percussion: Gus Stork 
 

¶ Safety first! Our school practices school-wide  

fire, earthquake, and other safety drills regularly.  

We stress the need to take our drills seriously so  

we will all know what to do if we ever find  

ourselves in an emergency situation. This week,  

we had one on a day where we had a high number  

of substitute teachers. Our students were  

phenomenal and do an excellent job on our drills. 
 

¶ Congratulations to Mrs.Norlockôs 8th grade winners of our PE badminton tournament: 

First period: Storks, Jays, and Woodpeckers;  Second period: Tweety Birds, Flamingos; 3rd 

period: Phoenix Purdy Peacocks, Blue Jays and Cockatoos; and 5th period Turtle Doves and 

Peacocks!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

¶ Congratulations to Mrs.Norlockôs 7th  

grade winners of our PE pickleball 

tournament: Tropic Birds, Phoenix, Ostrich, 

Toucans and Turkeys 
 

¶ Mr. Calandro spent the day as a student on  

Thursday. One of his favorite parts of the day  

was joining Mr. Morrowôs 8th grade PE  

course. The students were very welcoming and helped him to feel 

comfortable and a true part of the team!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schoolwide Academic Vocabulary  

Our schoolwide vocabulary is taught on Mondays in home base and used throughout the week in all 

of our classes. Use these around the dinner table next week and see how many your student 

recognizes! Next weekõs academic vocabulary words:  

 

conceive (verb)    to think of or form an idea of something 

unethical (adjective)   incorrect by moral standards 

benefit (verb)    to help; to receive a good result 

detect (verb)     to discover or identify  

rationalize (verb)    to explain or justify 



   

 

Around School (Cont.):  
¶ Ms. Devecchioôs 7th grade science students learned about chemical color changes. 

Students recorded the changes of various chemicals when they burned. They then looked 

at which combinations of chemicals created particular firework effects. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Á Students were invited by their 

teachers and staff to a student 

recognition lunch. Each staff 

member was able to invite up to 

two students from their class to 

celebrate those studentsô 

achievement, participation, 

behavior or attitude. A good time 

was had by all! 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

¶ Itôs been a fun week of sunshine and golf in  

seventh grade PE.  First Tee coach Terri has  

joined in as a guest speaker.  Students have been  

introduced to a variety of clubs and have been  

focusing on keeping their eyes on the ball. 
 

¶ The William Harvey Invitational Basketball Tournamentôs first game could not have 

been more exciting as Laguna and Paulding Middle School met in the first game last 

night in the Laguna Gym. The Paulding Patriots, who had defeated the Lancers in their 

last three meetings, found themselves behind a fired up Lancer team. Backed by a loud 

home crowd, the Lancers frustrated Paulding with multiple defenses. Final score: 

Paulding 55 ï Laguna 59. 

The win puts Laguna against top-seeded Mesa Middle School today at 3:30. Mesa 

cruised  by Orcutt 42-34. In the final two games of the night, Paulding beat Templeton 

59 ï 53, and Orcutt clobbered Flamson, 73-22. 

Laguna has earned the opportunity to play its final game of the season at San Luis 

Obispo High School, Saturday. The question is, can they defeat Mesa to earn a right to 

play in the championship game against the winner of the Los Osos side of the 

tournament, or will they settle for playing for third place?  

 

 

  

 

 



 

  

8th Grade Science News: 
¶ Thank you to all the parents who came out to help with the cow eye dissection on Friday. 

Students were fascinated with this hands-on experience to reinforce their learning about 

light, lenses, and the structure of the eye. Studentsô initial squeamishness quickly gave 

way to fascination and interest as they examined the structures of a real eye. 

 
 

PTA News 
The PTA is still looking for parent donations for teacher grants. We are working to maximize 

contributions by not only funding grants to help our teacher provide innovative and relevant 

lessons for our students, but also providing opportunities for parents to contribute directly through 

the donation of teacher-needed materials, technology, or supplies. Teachers have requested items 

parents can donate through the PTA 

 

If you would like to donate directly, you can do so by visiting the sign-up genius linked here: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c44a5ab2ba3ff2-support1 

 

Our teachers thank you for your generosity! 

 

NEXT MEETING: WEDNESDAY, Feb 7, 2018 6pm IN THE STAFF LOUNGE 
 

 

 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c44a5ab2ba3ff2-support1


 

    

LVN needed immediatel y  

Work with the n urse team at SLCUSD.  Itõs a great team and a 

great schedule.  School hours, Monday through Friday.  This 

means no weekends, nights, school vacations or holidays ! 

Check  EdJoin at  http://www.slcusd.org /   
(go to òaboutó, òemploymentó) 

Questions? Call Judith Gier, School Nurse Team Coordinator 549 -1283 

 

 

 

 

Valentine Day Succulent Boxes  

Are you looking for a gift for a loved one? Well who doesn't love a beautiful succulent box to  

brighten up your home? Order a succulent box from the Succulent Market for only $10  

(pictured with members of our entrepreneurôs club, Gabe and Luke). Bamboo succulents are $20 

(pictured with Flame the Bearded Dragon, although he's not for sale). Contact Mrs. Rollinger 

(arollinger@slcusd.org) if you are interested. 

 

  

http://www.slcusd.org/
mailto:arollinger@slcusd.org


 

 

  

Take Care of You! 
Check out some of the new Teen Health and 

Wellness eBooks we have added to our digital 

collection to help students and families build 

support systems and stay healthier mentally and 

physically. Parents can access these resources 

through the online library catalog and entering 

the password ñparent.ò  Please Just Ask if you 

have any questions or if we can be of any help.  
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Meet Miss Whelan! 

       

Miss Whelan is a Cuesta 

College student on the 

academic pathway to be a 

librarian. One of her favorite 

books is �7�K�H���$�P�X�O�H�W���R�I��
�6�D�P�D�U�N�D�Q�G�� by Jonathan 

Stroud, Book 1 of �7�K�H 
�%�D�U�W�L�P�D�H�X�V���7�U�L�O�R�J�\. You may 

see her around the library, so 

please say hello and give her a 

warm Laguna WELCOME!  

 
 

Check out our  

great books! 

http://www.galepages.com/sloh_sanlucusdsp
http://www.galepages.com/sloh_sanlucusdsp
https://destiny.slcusd.org/common/servlet/presenthomeform.do?l2m=Home&tm=Home&l2m=Home

