
 

  

Principal’s Update:  
My name is Delaney Jones and I recently had the opportunity to be principal 

for the day. With this, I was able to blue-slip whoever I wanted out of class,  

invite a few of my friends to have lunch with, and hang out in the office all  

day. While I did this, Mr. Calandro took my spot in my class and went  

through my everyday school day. Throughout the day, I was commonly  

asked whether it was easier being a principal or a student. After much 

thinking, I came to the conclusion that being a principal is much harder even  

though I did not experience the usual responsibility of this job. Overall, I had 

an amazing and fun experience that couldn’t have happened without help  

from Mr. Calandro, Mr. Schalde, Ms. Smith, and anybody else who helped  

make this fantastic day! Thank you all so much! 
 

MEANWHILE: 

I had a great day attending Delaney’s classes and was relieved to have PE at the end 

of the day this time…Until we were lined up for my second long jump…My first 

jump was okay for a first one, though I realized I had undershot my takeoff and I 

was distracted by trying to hit the board. On my second jump, I was trying not to 

think about my takeoff which was made easier by the fact that I felt my hamstring 

“twang” as I leapt…Not a good feeling! Fortunately, it’s just a bad pull and I was 

able to walk away, though my office staff was ready to help with a wheelchair, four 

medical bags and an AED! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Wall of Fame: 
Each week teachers nominate students who exemplify scholarship and citizenship and their names are 

added to the “Wall of Fame” for the week. Congratulations to this week’s Wall of Fame Students! We 

appreciate your hard work and your great attitude:  
 

Isabel Helm, Sam Smith, Jayda Monreal, Meili Laiho, Gaia Villani, Zoe Piette, Jackye Pina, 

Jalen Carwise, Maricsa Gonzalez, Ashlyn Rice, Jasmine Santiago, Aidan Solwick, Hugo Mendez, 

Angel Rios, Tanner Hasek, Robyn Santoyo, Ariel Sims, Mulenga Malama, Daniel Owens, 

Lygren Pfeifer, Jaylen Marchetti    
   

If a student’s name appears on here more than once or for more than one week, it means that student is 

doing great things in several classes. 
 

The Lancer LineséMarch 31, 2017     
Laguna Middle School             John Calandro, Principal 

11050 Los Osos Valley Road San Luis Obispo, CA 93405  805-596-4055 
 

  

  

  

Mark Your Calendars for Tiger Fest 
Tiger Fest, SLO High Schoolôs annual Open House event for all  
students and their families will be  Wednesday,  April  12.  
Incoming 9th grade students and their parents will meet  
with the leadership team at 5:30 PM in the new gym  for a  
brief introduction and orientation. Current students and  
parents should plan to arrive at 6:00 PM to visit with staff and tour  
our campus. We will also host an ASB club evening for all students  
who plan on attending or who currently attend our school.  
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Around School:  

¶ Congratulations to our school-level Writing Celebration students. These students 

submitted writing samples for the District Writing Celebration and are moving on to the county 

level! County judging happens next week with winners to be announced at the writing 

celebration on May 8th.  

Argument: Phoebe Browning Hannah Stephens, Sasha Allen, Eli Clifford, Emily Bush, 

Sophia Silacci, Roximweil Baunsit  
Informational: Hannah Stephens, Rodica "Alex" Caprau, Kai Matson, Emily Doi, 

LaurenAlanna Marchbanks, Carmen Silver    
Fictional Narrative: Hannah Stephens, Kai Matson, Ingrid Chen, Aiden O'Leary, 

LaurenAlanna Marchbanks 
Personal Narrative: Linnaea Marks, Tekuru Schwartz, Madison Neville, Alyssa 

Wimberley, Sophia Silacci, Grace Rubio   
Poetry: Kai Matson, Tekuru Schwartz, Kai Matson, Penelope DellaPelle, Reese 

Baughman, Lucia Landeros 
Poetry Staff Mila Vujovich-LaBarre   

Personal Narrative Staff Mila Vujovich-LaBarre   

 

¶ Owen Moseley represented Laguna Middle School at the state-level  

geography bee today in Irvine. We will have results in next week’s  

newsletter. Mrs. Lincoln went with Owen and his family to support him 

and cheer him on! 

 

¶ Our spring sports are continuing in full swing with soccer, volleyball and wrestling all going 

on at a furious pace! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schoolwide Academic Vocabulary 
Our schoolwide vocabulary is taught on Mondays in home base and used throughout the week in 

all of our classes. Use these around the dinner table next week and see how many your student 

recognizes! Next week’s words are: 
 

capacity (noun)  ability 

distribute (verb)  to give out 

method  (noun)  a way of doing something 

morality (noun)  a sense of right and wrong; values 

abstain (verb)  to choose not to do something 

 

 



   

Around School (Continued): 
¶ Congratulations to our students who have been selected for “Tech Trek”. Tech Trek is a 

week-long science and technology themed camp sponsored by the American Association of 

University Women. This camp is designed to inspire young women to pursue careers in 

engineering and the sciences. The students who were selected to attend this year’s camp are 

Mackenzie Nguyen, Emily Sullivan, Stella McSween, Morgan Mosichuk, Araceli 

Alarion, Elly Jenkins, Sabrina Slusser 

 

¶ Congratulations to the 362 out of 738 students who made the honor roll in quarter 3. These 

students had a GPA of 3.3 or higher for the third quarter. 

 

¶ A few weeks ago, Mrs. Ferrell’s students made videos to teach about exponents to Mrs. 

Ferrell’s sister’s college students. Our math classes did an outstanding job! Take a look at 

the sample video here: http://create.lensoo.com/watch/bQq6 
 

 

 

Parent volunteers needed to help with cow eye dissection in 8th grade science!  
Mr. Cossey, Mrs. Jones, and Mrs. Hoffman are looking for parents to help with the cow eye 

dissection in 8th grade science class.  The dissection will take place on Thursday, April 

13th.  Parents are needed to help supervise students during the dissection. No dissection experience 

is necessary. No science background is necessary.  Volunteers do not have to touch/dissect the cow 

eye or assist with dissection clean up.  Parents can volunteer for an entire day, part of a day, a  

specific class period, or part of a class period.  Any volunteer help is greatly appreciated.   
 

Please use the link below to sign up to volunteer in Mr. Cossey's class, Mrs. Jones's class, or Mrs. 

Hoffman's class.  Thank you in advance for helping out on this memorable day in science class! 

Volunteers, please sign in as a visitor at the front office when you arrive.  
 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4eadaf23a3f85-8thgrade 
 

The SLO Color Blast Fun Run is NEXT SATURDAY! 
If your family needs a great way to spend a Saturday and you want to do some good in your 

community, come on out for the SLO Color Blast Fun Run. Run, walk, skip or jog your way through 

puffs of color as we raise money in honor of Alex Maier. Funds raised go to support local programs 

for youth including our very own LAMS SOCCER program! Registration is just $20 for students 

and $40 for the general public. 
 

This event is a ton of fun and takes place at SLOHS at 10am on Saturday, April 8 with registration 

taking place at 9:00am. You can register online at slocolorblast.com  We hope to see you there! 

CITRUS DRIVE April 3rd-13th 
There are citrus trees all over our neighborhoods that are full of fruit going to waste.  If you have a 

tree full of fruit, you can help GleanSLO and the FoodBank feed our community with your extra 

produce.  Simply drop off your citrus or other fruit at the front of the school any day 

from Monday, April 3rd to Thursday, April 13th.  There will be collection boxes and GleanSLO 

signs in front of the school at drop off and pick up.  (If you don't have time to pick the fruit, contact 

GleanSLO at www.gleanslo.org and register to have a volunteer glean your fruit.)  Thanks for 

helping our community!  :)  Elly Jenkins 
 

http://create.lensoo.com/watch/bQq6
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4eadaf23a3f85-8thgrade
http://www.gleanslo.org/


 

 

Educators in the news! 
Students have been interviewing staff members on our campus so our readers can get to know 

our staff better.  
 

5 facts with Mrs.Mattson  -Written by: Madeline Larrimore and Nayah Holmes 
 

 For our Journalism class, we interviewed Mrs. Mattson and chose five of  

her responses to write about. First we asked, “Did you picture yourself working  

where you are now?” She responded,”Yes, I chose to work here in this position.”  

She has worked here for twenty one years and states that she enjoys working with  

students throughout the school. Next we asked, “What is your favorite thing about 

Laguna?” To which she responded with how she likes working with the students who come in 

from elementary school as seventh graders and the eighth graders who have grown and matured 

and are now going to be going to high school. We then inquired about the pros and cons of 

working in the office. She told us, “I think that the pros are that you get to know a lot of the 

students, the cons are it’s sad when they leave. But, I just enjoy working with the families and 

getting to know them. I was born and raised in San Luis so I know a lot of the grandparents. I 

grew up with them, so seeing all the families and growing up through the generations is a bit 

exciting.” We even asked about her hobbies and things she likes doing with her family. We 

learned that Mrs. Mattson does a lot of hiking and loves to be in the mountains or down at the 

beach. She told us that she used to play racquetball and that she likes to garden in her spare time. 

We queried how much time she spends in the office and if she spends time outside the office 

during school hours. She replied with, “A lot,” and continued with how she doesn’t usually go 

out of the office to the quad and things unless a student is injured or there is an event or 

interesting thing going on. We want to thank Mrs. Mattson for accepting the interview and for 

using her time to answer our questions. 

 

5 Questions With…Mr. Schalde    - Sufyan Sajjad and Landis Blakeslee 
In this Interview with the esteemed and respected Vice-Principal Mr. Schalde, Sufyan Sajjad and 

Landis Blakeslee from the Yearbook Class learned some fun and interesting facts that we are going to 

share with you! 
 

Q:  What is your favorite thing about Laguna Middle School? 

            A:  The kids!!! They are fun and silly. When I visit the classrooms there is always  

                  something happening. 
 

Q:  If you went to Hogwarts, what house would you be in? 

A:  They would stop me at the door!  
 

Q:  If you had a superpower what would it be? 

A:  Time travel! 
 

Q: What is your plan of attack when the aliens come to earth? 

A: I will seek shelter at the nearest Kentucky Fried Chicken. 
 

Q: What made you apply for the job at Laguna Middle School? 

A: The awesome opportunity to be with kids. 

 

 

 

 



 

Rummage Sale for a Cause: 
Hey Laguna Lancers! It’s Coco Steel and April Engelmeier from the leadership class. We wanted to 

inform you about the upcoming rummage sale that will take place at Laguna Middle School. All of 

the proceeds will go to the Starfish foundation. This organization raises money for people in Africa, 

who are less fortunate than many of us, to get an education. The rummage sale will be held on 

Saturday, April 8th in the Laguna Middle school parking lot.   

 

We are welcoming any contributions of items that are still in good condition. Some examples of things 

you can donate are: Furniture (couches, dressers, etc), clothing, household items, home decor, etc. We 

would really appreciate your help in providing items to be sold, as it’s going towards a good cause.  If 

you would like to contribute anything, please contact Ms. Ahearn at cahearn@slcusd.org .  

Donations will be accepted on Friday, April 7th from 3:30-5:00 in the school cafeteria.  

 

Thank you! 

3 Mile Run- April 14, 1-3pm  Signups needed! 
The 3 mile run is our annual fun run/fundraiser we do just before we all leave for Spring Break and it 

will take place on April 14th this year.  Everyone in the school makes 3 laps around our one mile course 

and we end with a barbecue, fun, and games. Students are coming home with donation envelopes today 

and we encourage all to participate in this annual fundraiser. 
 

We will need lots of parent help to get the day going. PTA will be sending out a sign-up genius next 

week so parents can sign up to count money, help supervise, barbecue, and help with set up. PTA is 

also looking for parents to donate gift cards as prizes for students.  
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP WITH THE 3 MILE RUN, YOU CAN SIGN UP THROUGH 

THE SIGN-UP GENIUS WEBSITE. CLICK HERE FOR THE LINK OR COPY AND PASTE THIS 

INTO YOUR BROWSER: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c44a5ab2ba3ff2-laguna 

 
 

Love & Logic with Teens 
Love & Logic with Teens ~ Taught by Tim Ross is returning to Laguna Middle School. This is an 

outstanding parenting course that will help you deal with your teenager more effectively. 

 

Love allows children to grow through their mistakes. Logic allows them to live with the consequences 

of their choices. Learn the Love and Logic process of building relationships, with your teen, through 

discipline.  

 

The cost is only $25 and you can register at the SLO adult school. 

https://register.asapconnected.com/?org=2556 

 

Section#079100 Library @ Laguna Middle School-SLO Tues., 4/25-5/30 (6 wks) 6-8p   

mailto:cahearn@slcusd.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c44a5ab2ba3ff2-laguna
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c44a5ab2ba3ff2-laguna
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c44a5ab2ba3ff2-laguna
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c44a5ab2ba3ff2-laguna
https://register.asapconnected.com/?org=2556


 

     A Dynamic Tapestry 
Students are often times scattered freely 
throughout their library like wildflowers on the 
hillsides of the central coast; displaying a diverse and 
colorful variation of backgrounds, knowledge, 
agendas, interests, and skillsets, all bursting in 
bloom. It is beautiful to witness their growth as they 
radiate their passions for learning and life. 

 
Imagine the reader, secure, quiet and content with 
the background sounds of tech-decks, gamers, and 
conversations radiating throughout the library. And, across the field, the 
creative mind blossoming amongst the bouquet of social butterflies.  
 
Their variations are weaved together in a colorful tapestry portraying a 
dynamic, nurturing space that allows the whole child to grow, blossom, and 
stand out amongst the wildflowers.  

 

Caught Reading & Sharing! 
It’s fun for students to throwback and visit days gone by in our  

Laguna Yearbook archives! We cannot wait to get a glimpse 

into our middle school memories of 2016-2017! Don’t forget to 

buy yours today! 

 

LAMS Library website    Mrs. Schwoerer, Library Media Tech       

         ,!-3 ,)"2!29 ./)3%                                                                                                           -ÁÒÃÈ σρȟ ςπρχ 

Thank you, Mrs. Regier, for your 

constant support of our students in 

the classrooms as well as during 

your daily visits to our library.  

Your professional wisdom, 

heartfelt attitude and abundant 

care for others beams Laguna 

Pride. Thank you for being an 

amazing role model  for our 

campus  community. 

 

LAMS COMMUNITY 

It’s wild out there this time of the 

year!  Pause to connect & enjoy the 

beauty of our local trails with 

family and friends. 

 

http://www.jostens.com/apps/store/customer/1007204/Laguna-Middle-School/
http://wordpress.slcusd.org/lamslibrary/


 

 

 

 

  

PTA News 
Next PTA Meeting is April 13, 2017 6pm in the staff lounge 
 

3 Mile Run Sponsors 
 As in years past, we are creating banners for the school’s multipurpose room and gym, which will 

be an ongoing advertisement of those local firms that are supportive of our school. The 3x4 banner 

will be printed with your company name and logo and will be hung shortly after receiving your 

payment. Your banner will be seen by Laguna Middle School families, as well as a variety of other 

community groups who make use of our facilities on a weekly basis. Your business will also be 

included in the weekly newsletter, which is sent to over 700 families at Laguna Middle School. The 

cost for one of these banners is $250. If you already have a banner and would like to renew, the 

cost is only $200. All proceeds will be used towards ensuring the success of our middle school 

students. Funds raised by our community sponsors have helped purchase new kitchens for Home 

Economics, microscopes for science labs, iPads for multiple teaching initiatives, and so much more! 

For more information on how to purchase a banner, contact Mike Berger at 

mikeberger@hotmail.com .  

 

Thank you to our sponsors: 

Bravo Pediatrics   Madonna Inn  Frank J Daniel Orthodontics 

Ciopinot    Bonipak Produce  Grant Construction 

Garrett Orthodontics    Arris Studio Architects  Vikram R Tiku DDS   

The Ravine    SLO Pediatrics  Murphy Mechanical 

Glick Haupt Marino LLP  Running Warehouse Central Coast Pediatrics 

Elevate Christian Church  ServPro of SLO  Granite Ridge Christian Camp 

 

Bus Passes 
Student bus passes for the SLO City bus can be purchased in our school office for $25. These passes 

are good for 31 days and a portion of the proceeds is donated back to Laguna Middle School. 

Contact Mrs. Pericoli in the office if you have questions or to purchase passes.  

 

mailto:mikeberger@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO NOTE 

 

Monday, April 3   MineCraft club 7th grade lunch E-9 

Friday Night Live 3-4 G6 

Math Lab 3-4 G3 

     

 Tuesday, April 4    Boys Soccer vs Flamson @ LAMS 3:30, 5:00 (8th Gr)  

      Boys Volleyball vs Flamson @ LAMS 4:00, 5:00pm 

      Girls Soccer v. Flamson @ Bauer Speck Elem 4, 5PM  

Math Lab G-13 3-4pm 

Photography Club A14 3-4pm 

GSA 3:10-4pm E-5 

 

Wednesday, April 5   Girls Soccer vs Paulding @ LAMS 5:00 (8th Gr) 

Boys Volleyball vs. Lewis @ LAMS 3:30, 4:30pm 

Boys Soccer vs Paulding @ LAMS 3:30 (8th Gr)  

Math Lab G-3 3:00 -3:30 

  

Thursday, April 6     Boys Soccer vs Lewis @ LAMS 3:30, 5:00 

      Boys Volleyball @ Flamson 4:00, 5:00pm 

Girls Soccer @ Lewis 4:00, 5:00pm 

Makers Club A-1 3-4pm 

Sewing Club D-11 3-4pm 

Math Lab G-13 3-4pm 

 

 Friday, April 7    AVID Field Trip to colleges 

 

Saturday, April 8 SLO Color Blast Fun Run, SLO High 10am start, 9 

registration 

      Rummage Sale LAMS 8-12 am 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 



 

 
SAN LUIS OBISPO HIGH SCHOOL  

1499 San Luis Drive, San Luis Obispo, California 93401-3099 

 

Phone                 (805) 596-4040 

FAX                     (805) 542-9075 

Voice Mail          (805) 596-4050              Website 

 www.slohs.slcusd.org  

                                 

 Home of the Tigers 

 

March 17, 2017 

  

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 

 

 The Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), California’s new Science standards, represent a dramatic change in 

K-12 Science education. After analyzing these changes, our teachers and administrators have determined a need to 

align our Science courses to better reflect these new learning expectations. This course realignment will include 

modifying some existing course content and teacher instruction, as well as changing the sequencing of Science 

courses offered to our students. 

The Science departments at our high schools, supported by school and district administration, have decided to move 

our Biology course to the 9th grade and our Chemistry course to the 10th grade. We are excited to offer such a 

rigorous academic opportunity to our 9th & 10th grade students, as this change will better prepare students for 

success in Advanced Placement (AP) Science courses, as well as prepare them for high achievement on California’s 

new Science assessment. We consider these changes to meet the needs of all of our students for the following 

reasons: 

 

● The shifting of courses, and aligning of instruction and course content to California’s new Science 

standards, provides all students access to a rigorous Science curriculum. 

● Our new Science sequence of Biology for 9th graders and Chemistry for 10th graders will strongly 

match course offerings from other leading districts throughout the state. 

● Taking Biology in 9th grade provides students with an opportunity to continue developing science 

knowledge and skills that they learned in middle school. This allows them to begin high school by diving 

deeper into concepts that they are familiar with. 

● Teachers are able to introduce some Chemistry concepts to students in Biology, which will help 

students be more successful when taking Chemistry as sophomores. 

● Having Chemistry as a sophomore course equips all students with a strong Chemistry background 

that will allow more students access to and success in AP Chemistry, which will become a second year 

Chemistry course beginning 2019-2020. 

● This change in our Science courses provides students with the opportunity to learn all the new high 

school Science standards in three years, instead of four, thus preparing them for the new state assessment in 

2019. 

 

This change means that College Prep Biology, which is a UC/CSU approved lab science course, will be offered to 

our freshmen and sophomores for the 2017-2018 school year, enabling students to fulfill their Life Science 

graduation requirement, be better prepared to take California’s new Science assessment, and have the opportunity to 



take AP Chemistry after completion of sophomore Chemistry. As we did not have an Honors Integrated Science 

course this year, we will not be offering Honors Biology in 2017-18. The matrix below shows how we will be 

shifting our science courses over the next few years. 

  

 Current 

Model 

2016-17 

Transition 

Year 1 

2017-18 

Transition 

Year 2 

2018-19 

Implementati

on of New 

Model 

2019-20 

9th 

Grade 

Integrated 

Science 

Biology Biology Biology 

10th 

Grade 

Biology Biology Chemistry Chemistry 

11th 

Grade 

AP 

Chemistry

, 

Chemistry

, Elective 

AP Chemistry, 

Chemistry, 

Elective 

AP Chemistry, 

Chemistry, 

Elective 

AP 

Chemistry, 

Elective 

12th 

Grade 

Elective Elective Elective Elective 

  

We intend to keep freshmen and sophomores in separate classes where possible, but will work with students on a 

case-by-case basis regarding any scheduling conflicts. We are excited about how these changes to our Science 

courses will continue to challenge, engage, and prepare your student for success. If you have any questions or 

concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

  

Respectfully, 

   

Leslie O’Connor 

Principal San Luis Obispo High School 

loconnor@slcusd.org 

805-596-4040, x2921 

  



  

 



 
 


