
 
  

Principalõs Update:  
Parents should be receiving letters home with access to Powerschool for you and for your student. I 

know some students have logged on already here at school and some have had some challenges with 

getting on. If you are unable to access it after following the directions in the letter, please let me know. 

 

There are a few things parents should know about Powerschool. First is there are very few grades in 

the gradebook at this point in the year (we are only 10 days iné) so every grade will impact the 

overall grade significantly. This is a fantastic time to remind your student it is much easier to maintain 

good grades than it is to catch up to them. If all work is done well and on time, your student will have 

much more success than doing work sporadically or not at all. 

 

Second is to look for zeros. Assignments that were never done or were missed affect your studentôs 

overall grade. A zero in the gradebook is an indication that your child missed an opportunity to 

practice a skill in class and will likely struggle with that concept later if that grade isnôt made up. 

Please stay on top of your student and have your student make up those zeros. Often students will tell 

parents, ñThe teacher wonôt accept it if it is lateò as an excuse not to make up the work. This is almost 

never true and the appropriate parental response is, ñDo it anyway, it is important you practice the 

skill the teacher wants you to practice.ò 

 

Third, many teachers offer multiple opportunities for students to retake tests or to redo assignments up 

to the end of the semester. Please encourage your student to take advantage of these opportunities. 

Remember: while we are teaching our children independence, they will still need us to intervene 

sometimeséTell your student to coordinate a retake or a redo with the teacher, but follow up with an 

email to that teacher yourself to be sure it happened. 

 

Parents will still receive progress reports mid quarter and report cards at the quarter in addition to 

being able to access Powerschool, to keep you informed about your studentôs progress. Please know 

that the information we mail home is to apprise you of concerns. If you are concerned about your 

studentôs grade at the progress report, please contact your studentôs counselor and teachers. 
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Wall of Fame: 
Each week teachers nominate students who exemplify scholarship and citizenship and their names are 

added to the ñWall of Fameò for the week. Congratulations to this weekôs Wall of Fame Students! We 

appreciate your hard work and your great attitude:  

 

Tate Isaacs, Christopher Candelas, Erin Garnsey, Amelie Oliazola, Moises Flores, Rowan Steins, 

Jason Perez Esguerra, Zachary Cardoza, Tanner Hasek, Robert de la Cruz, Linnaea Marks, 

Taryn Longsborough, Ellie Benitez, John Phelan, Benji Watkins, Tania Zamora, Nico di Santo, 

Brady Svetich, Lucy Crew, Ruby Augustine, Alyssa Balderama, Ellie Benitez, Lucy Reed, Justin 

Dolezal, Blaize Phillips, Angel Cerda, Ashley Picasso , Lygren Pfeifer   

 

If a studentôs name appears on here more than once or for more than one week, it means that student is 

doing great things in several classes. 
 

Laguna Middle School             John Calandro, Principal 
11050 Los Osos Valley Road San Luis Obispo, CA 93405  805-596-4055 

 

  

  

  



 

 

  

Around School:   
 
¶ The champion Mock Trial team is starting up again. We are looking for students who like 

arguing, public speaking, acting, and learning about our court and justice system. An 

informational meeting for student is taking place on  9/05, in room E-6 from 3:10-3:45.Students 

will receive information about what Mock Trial is and about auditions. Students do need to try 

out for the team and not every student will make it. This is a challenging team and it requires a 

significant level of commitment from those students who do it. 

o 9/08 - Final sign-up for auditions. 

o 9/12 - Student Auditions from 3:10-? in room E-6, if it happens that we have lots of 

students, we will continue with the auditions on 9/14 to give the opportunity to all those 

interested. 

o 9/18 - We will post our selected team. 

o 9/19 - First Meeting. Our meetings are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:10-4:30 pm. 

 

If you or your student have any questions, contact Mr. Benitez-Foster at 805-596-4055, 

ebenitezfoster@slcusd.org or students can visit his classroom E-6. 

 

¶ Making Sushi in a History Class? Students in  

Mr. Townsend and Carrôs World History class recently  

learned to make sushi. Metaphorical sushi, that is. 

 

There is a great documentary on Netflix titled ñJiro Dreams of  

Sushi.ò It is about a Japanese sushi chef who demands the best 

from himself and his assistants. In class students watched a  

couple of short clips and discussed what it means to push  

yourself and how to be resilient when a teacher tells you your  

work isnôt good enough.  

 

Soé if you hear your student say ñI need to make good sushi,ò they are speaking in metaphor. 

What they mean is, ñwhat I think is my best isnôt really my best because there is always room 

for improvement.ò  Make good sushi, my friends. 

 

¶ Intramural Volleyball games begin at lunch on Thursday, Sept. 7 at lunch. Home base classes  

are gearing up to play their best and to cheer their team on to victory! 
 

Math Lab 
Math Lab is an opportunity for any student struggling in math to receive help from a math teacher.  

 

Math Lab will begin on Monday, August 28th, 2017 and will run on Mondays (August-Evans - room 

H3), Tuesdays (Mooney - room G3), and Wednesdays (Ou - room G13). Students who take the bus 

will be able to get on our late bus that picks up at 4pm Monday through Thursday.  

 

Students from any math class may attend any math lab any of the days it is open. 

 

 

 

 



 

Around School (continued):   
 

¶ Our outstanding librarian Mrs. Schwoerer creates a beautiful and inviting space in our 

library. She has spent the past week introducing English classes to all of the incredible 

resources and spaces available to our students in the library. She also happens to be an 

amazing photographer and she captured these pictures this morning on her way in to school. 
 
 

 
¶ Students have been having a great time in PE. 7th graders 

have been developing their team skills playing speedball 

while the 8th graders were in the gym (only a little bit  

cooler today) engaged in intense volleyball action! 

 

 

 

 

 

o Mr. Ouôs Math Classes demonstrated their 

mathematical knowledge kinesthetically. 

Each class practiced modeling 

mathematical functions on the coordinate 

plane on the lawn in front of his classroom.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 
  

Builders Club   

What is it? The Builders Club at Laguna Middle School will give each and every member a chance 

to perform community service, make friends, listen to guest speakers, and learn about a wide-

variety of topics.  
 

The Builders Club at Laguna Middle School is part of an international student-led program 

providing members with opportunities to perform service, build character, and develop leadership 

skills. It is open to any student at Laguna Middle School. Our club will be chartered in partnership 

with local Kiwanis clubs. 
 

When and where does Builders Club meet? Every Thursday from 3-4pm, after school in Room 

G14! The first informational meeting is on Thursday, September 7, 2017. Come and join in the fun!  

For more information, contact Ms. Vujovich-La Barre in Room G14 or at 

mvujovichlabarre@slcusd.org. 
 

 

      

 

Parent Volunteers 
We love having parents on our campus, but do ask that you let us know who you are when youôre 

coming on. In an effort to make it easier for parents to join in the fun at LAMS, we encourage 

parents to check out the ñVolunteerò link on our webpage (lams.slcusd.org) If you click this link: 

http://lamsvolunteer.weebly.com/you can see what volunteer opportunities we have available right 

now, and upcoming help that is needed at school. We will be using signup genius more and more as 

the school year goes on so teachers can ask for help from our amazing pool of talented parents. 

Please be sure to fill out the Volunteer information and Application packet. You can print it out from 

the link on the website. We look forward to seeing you at school! 

 

3ÃÈÏÏÌ 3ÉÔÅ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ .ÅÅÄÅÄȦ 
Speaking of parent volunteers, we are in need of parents to join the school site council. This 

councilôs primary function is to help create and approve our Single Plan for Student Achievement 

and to track progress on the goals set within that plan. The council will meet approximately 4 times 

this year and parents must be elected into the position. If you are interested, please send me an 

email with your name and a short bio I can put in next weekôs newsletter. Voting will take place 

online and/or by hand and the first meeting will take place on Monday, Sept. 21. 

 
 

mailto:mvujovichlabarre@slcusd.org
file://///COLL/HD_CORS/STAFF/JCALANDRO/GroupWise/Documents/Newsletters/lams.slcusd.org
http://lamsvolunteer.weebly.com/


 

Transportation Update s: 
New Laguna Tripper Bus Service- Due to Popular Demand, More Bus Service - 

SLO Transit now offers the public a new bus connection to Laguna Middle School. The Laguna 

Tripper bus service will make a morning and an afternoon trip that coincides with Laguna Middle 

School bell times servicing Downtown, Foothill Blvd, and Laguna Middle School.  

 

A ñTripperò bus service is distinguished from other  

transit service routes by its limited number of runs  

designed around specific peak traffic or ridership  

periods. The Cityôs Routes 3A and 3B are ideal  

candidates to see supplement Tripper bus service  

due to the significant use of public transit by middle  

school students. The Laguna Tripper will operate all  

school year from August 28, 2017 to June 7, 2018. 
 

ñWhile available to the entire general public, this additional level of service gives parents and students 

more public transit options to and from one of this cityôs key trip generators (Laguna Middle School) 

during the peak times. And, itôs our hopes that this new service will help alleviate the congestion for 

everyone using the Routes 3A and 3B today,ò states Transit Manager, Gamaliel Anguiano. 
 

Student Discount Passes are sold at Laguna Middle School, SLO High School, and Boo Boo Records. 

Transit passes are also sold at the SLO Chamber of Commerce and the City Finance Counter. The 

City recommends downloading the SLO Transit Bus Tracker smart phone application, following SLO 

Transit on Facebook, or visiting the SLOTransit.org webpage for more information. 
 

School buses:  
The district is still working to balance the bus ridership. This week was focused on getting students on 

their correct bus home. Please be sure your student knows they need to be on the bus with the correct 

pass. Bus drivers will not allow them to ride on the route without the correct pass.  
 

Remember the district provides a bus for students who participate in afterschool clubs, library or math 

labs. This bus will drop students off at route pick-up points around the city and any student who rides 

the bus may get on. Students may need a bus pass from the teacher whom they were with from 3-4. 

 

LOVR AND MADONNA REPAVING:  
This paving will be ongoing for the next four months. This week, the repaving work ran long and did 

affect traffic into and out of school at pick-up time. Please exercise patience and caution as many 

people try to ñrush the lightò and both endangered students in the crosswalk as well as blocking 

traffic. The city police are aware of this and may be out at the next work day to strictly enforce traffic 

laws. Our students are precious to us. Please exercise caution and care.  

 

Safe Routes to Survey 
SLO Regional Rideshare, a division of SLO Council of Governments, is asking for your help in order 

to better understand travel patterns and transportation needs of SLO Countyôs K-12. The information 

gathered will be used to support applications for funding Safe Routes to School transportation projects 

and programs. The school with the greatest response rate as of December 31, 2017 will win a Bike 

Rodeo on Bike to School Day 2018! The survey can be found at: www.slosaferoutes.org 

 

 

www.slosaferoutes.org


  

 The Laguna Middle School Leadership Class is gearing up for a Barn Auction Fundraiser. Leadership class 

is an opportunity for our students to learn how to be ambassadors for their school and community. We are 

reaching out to our wonderful community to help support our California Gold Ribbon Middle School here 

in San Luis Obispo. 

 

This event will be held on Saturday, October 7, 2017, from 5:30-7:30, at the Rourke Barn at the corner of 

Foothill and LOVR and will feature a silent and live auction. We are asking for your help in making this 

event a great success by donating goods and/or services that can be included in our auction. We are also 

happy to accept financial donations. Checks can be made out to LMS PTA. The money raised will go 

specifically toward subsidizing the cost of leadership conference trips, along with other school activities. 

With each donation you add to the success of this event and to the success of our school. Our deadline for 

donated items is Friday, September 29, 2017. 

 

Any business, individual or family with donations totaling at least $100 will receive special recognition at 

the event, and on our program. Any business, individual or family whose donations raise at least $250 will 

also receive recognition on Laguna Middle Schoolôs website. 

 

Arrangements for donation pick-up can easily be made by using contact information below, or donations 

can be dropped off at Laguna Middle School in the front office. 

 

Thank you for your support! 

Elise St. John Laguna Middle School Auction Committee  

Contact info: elise.stjohn@gmail.com  (805) 215-3551 
 

http://www.auctria.com/auction/LagunaBarnBash2017
mailto:elise.stjohn@gmail.com


  

Lancers are Fired Up for Reading! 
 
 
 

 
Library Hours 

Mondays: 9:00am-3:50 
Tuesdays-Fridays: 7:30am-3:50 

Mrs. Schwoerer, Library Media Technician 

Laguna Library website    
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