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Principal’s Update:

Though it is only week two, we are rapidly moving forward. We implemented our schoolwide
vocabulary this week. Every teacher in every home base class introduced our key academic
vocabulary words for the week. Students used these words in every class in lots of different ways.
The point of this is to truly develop our students’ understanding of academic vocabulary. Most
students aren’t tested on these words, but every student at school is expected to know what they
mean and be able to use and understand the words in context. When I was in classes, I heard teachers
incorporating the words into questions and students using them in their answers. Our teachers have
done an outstanding job kicking off this schoolwide initiative!

Many of our teachers have been teaching about mindsets- the fixed mindset is that we are relatively
static- we’re either good at something or we’re not: our skills are innate and not likely to change.
The growth mindset is that we are able to develop our skills in all areas if we are given the right
practice and feedback. Studies have shown that simply introducing students to the growth mindset
can greatly affect student performance. While in classrooms, it is amazing to see students practicing
the growth mindset.

I was in an art class the other day and Mrs. Badrigian asked a student which drawing the student had
done was her favorite. The student pointed to one.
Mrs. Bardigian asked “Why is that your favorite?”
The student replied, “I like this one because it’s better and I’m not that good at drawing.”
Mrs. Badrigian, modeling the growth mindset, reminded the student, “You mean you haven’t
developed the skill yet. You will.”
The student’s neighbor leaned over and whispered, “You weren’t showing much of a growth
mindset there...” Gotta love our kids getting the message in week 2.

In math classes this week I saw examples of the growth mindset with kids repeatedly sharing what
they did WRONG in their homework- because our students have learned we grow the most when
we’re wrong and we understand how to correct it. As parents, we can encourage the growth mindset
in our students by encouraging practice and providing feedback when our students are struggling.
Praise effort and persistence and discourage students from using phrases like “I’m not good at that”.

Wall of Fame:

Each week teachers nominate students who exemplify scholarship and citizenship and their names are
added to the “Wall of Fame” for the week. Congratulations to this week’s Wall of Fame Students! We
appreciate your hard work and your great attitude:

Xue Paape, Gavin Cohen, Akiko (Kiki) Murakami, Caden McConnell, Alex Warden, Diego
Lopez, Phoebe Browing, Ben Beckett, Kelly Miller, Samantha Smith, Luca Marino,

Quin Danciart, Carla Gonzalez, Trace Dye, Ashley Thorshov, Shannon Hurley, Benji Watkins,
Elly Jenkins, Seb Lopez, Brayden Kuhn, Emmanuel Viayra, Alex Bolster-White, Kendall Rogers
Xue Paape, Avery Noblitt, Emma Stoudenmire, Jaylen Marchetti, Delaney Brower, Gavin
Righetti

Congratulations to Xue Paape whose name shows up twice this week! If a student’s name appears on
here more than once or for more than one week, it means that student is doing great things in several
classes.




Around School:
e Mrs. Carlin’s 8" grade Home ec class ventured into the kitchen today and smoothies were on

the menu. Tables were set and students had the opportunity to enjoy delicious and nutritious
drinks of their own making.

News from Negrantiland

We are working on a review of the time when there were British colonies on the Eastern
coast of North America. After analyzing the Southern Colonies, students were asked to
choose which colony they would have chosen to go to and why they picked it. Maryland
won out as the most popular colony to go to. 42% of the students chose it as the best.
Students cited the Toleration Act of 1649 that supported religious toleration as one of the
reasons why they wanted to go there. They also liked the fact that it was a prosperous
colony because it learned from the mistakes made in Virginia.

Hitting the ground running: We’ve been working on student talk in the classrooms-
collaborative work is important and learning how to communicate with one another is essential
in today’s world. One of the wonderful side-effects of such practice is all students feel
comfortable answering questions in class. For a student, having the opportunity to share what
you know solidifies learning. As a teacher it is great when students WANT to talk in class.

Teaching i1s much easier when kids are
excited to share what they know!




Lancer Community Service Recognition

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed people can change the
world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that has.” ~Margaret Mead

Laguna Middle School students are recognized annually for their efforts volunteering on campus
and in the community. The acknowledgment occurs at the awards evening every May. Local
dignitaries congratulate Laguna Middle School students who complete 30 hours or more of
community service during the school year.

Many educational studies have shown that volunteering helps to weave the fibers of a strong, vital,
healthy community. The act of volunteering also helps to reinforce a multitude of the “40
Developmental Assets” so important for a successful student’s maturation.

Several non-profit agencies, including the public schools, depend on the generosity of volunteers
to fulfill a multitude of tasks. Without these caring souls, some non-profits would simply cease to
exist.

Personally, volunteers benefit in that they are able to hone interpersonal and organizational

skills. By volunteering, a Laguna Middle School student can experience a new job site, explore a
new career goal and become acquainted with the demands within certain fields without the
obligations of a regular job. In the past, many Lancers have volunteered at local environmental
clean-up days, places of worship, political campaign offices and non-profit charity events to
accrue their hours. All have matured through their commitment to the community!

In order to be recognized in May at the award ceremony, a student must complete and
submit the Verification of Community Service form now available in the Main Office,
Counseling Center, in Room G14 and on the school website. The form must be turned in
by May 12, 2017 to Mila Vujovich-La Barre.

If you have any questions about this program, please feel free to contact Mila Vujovich-La
Barre, Laguna Middle School at (805) 596-4055 Ext. 5119 or atmvujovichlabarre@slcusd.org.

Schoolwide Academic Vocabulary

Because we don’t have our late start Monday this week, we’ve got one less day to learn and use
our academic vocabulary. Use these around the dinner table next week and see how many your
student recognizes! Next week’s words are:

guideline (noun): arule

mature (adjective): showing adult qualities

ambiguous (adjective):  having more than one meaning or interpretation
due (to) (preposition): to because of; caused by

status (noun): rank, position, or standing
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Last year, one of our 8" grade students was reflecting on his time here and wanted to pass along
information to our incoming 7" grade students. I liked what he had to say, so I saved it to print in this school
year’s newsletter. His advice about getting involved reflects the feelings of all of us here at LAMS and we
hope students will take his words to heart

To Incoming 7™ Graders from an Outgoing 8" Grader
By Axel Reich

During Middle School, there will be many changes that take place in yourselves and in others
around you. Suddenly, you will be going to school alongside every other student your age in this
town. You will have classes, which are each for different subjects, which each has their own
expectations. All of this is because all of you will be in transition from being a child to being an
older and smarter person.

Since every student goes to school at the same place, this will allow make it so that there are more
people that each of you will have things in common. The friends that you currently have may not be
the friends that you have at this time next year. You will most likely find people that you have more
in common with than the friends that you have now. People will start branching out, based on their
own interests. People that share these interests will likely end up becoming friends. From this,
groups of people with similar interests will start to form, and from this, most of you will have
groups of friends that have very similar interests. Your friends from elementary school may not
always end up in the same group as you. People can still have friends outside of their groups. There
will be some groups considered to be more popular than others, but when doing anything social,
you should not worry about the social clichés set by these groups. If you are happy, and the people
around you are happy, then whatever it is (as long as it follows the rules) is completely fine. You
will not only know the names of 30 people any more, but the names of most of the people in the
grade. This will cause you to find people with such similar interests to you, that you will want to
become friends with these people, and join their group, which can open up many possibilities for
both yourself, and the others in that group.

You will not only learn about others during your time at this school. Many of the things you will
learn, will be things that you learn about yourself. In your classes, you will learn about interests that
you didn’t know you had, and things that you never knew you could do. And these things that you
learn, will be some of the most important things that you ever learn. This is because they will help
determine how your future will be shaped, what you will do with the rest of your life, and who your
friends will be. These things you learn, can be interests, what you like, or even sometimes what you
don’t like. No matter how small it seems at the time, it will impact your life in a very big way.

You will probably all have a great year here at Laguna. You will find out many things about
others, as well as learning some of the most important things you will ever learn about yourself.
And you will be welcomed to a world where you are not a little kid any more. You will all start to
create yourself here, even if you don’t like school. You can learn many things from even what you
think of as the bad. And even on the worst of days, you will learn something. These bad days teach
you, so you can emerge stronger than you were before. And when one of these days comes around
for you, remember today. Remember that you are learning, and it is helping you create yourself. So
I say to all of you: welcome to Laguna Middle School, the place that you will start to build yourself
into a strong, mature, and intelligent person.
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Ms. Rollinger’s Students Are Fired Up for Reading!

Check It Out!

7" and 8™ grade students are scouring the stacks in search of the
perfect fiction book for this quarter’s book projects. Library books are
being checked out likecr ak y !

Library Notices

Students will receive library overdue notices this year via their student
Google accounts as a reminder to return or renew library materials.

It is a step in helping students to continue to be responsible with
scheduling and when borrowing materials.

Donations
Thank you to Ahmee Smith and Mackenzie Nguyen for donating
their gently used books to our library. We appreciate your generosity and kindness.

Any spare L E G O&ound? If you have any to donate, please send them with your student to
deliver to the library, or drop the LEGOS off at the front office. Contact Mrs. Schwoerer with
questions. Thank you!

Library Website

The library website is a great resource for school projects and to keep up on library happenings.
Students are free to comment and make book suggestions for their peers. Check back often for
programs, activities and updates.

Library Hours:
Mondays: 9:00-3:50 Library Hours: Monday: 9:00-3:50

Tuesday-Friday: 7:30-3:50 Tuesday-Friday: 7:30-3:50 2R
A " . Library Website
The library is available to students
i Ireare. | h. bef d aft Mrs. Schwoerer

uring breaks, lunch, before and after Lt 2 e 5
school. Students have access to
books, computers, creative tools,
digital resources and plenty of space to collaborate and connect.
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PTA News
PTA Meetings will be the second Monday of every month and will take place from 6-7 in our

staff room. All are welcome. We currently have a small but mighty group and would love to have
a much more robust group. Please join us!

NEXT MEETING: MONDAY, SEPT. 12, 2016 6pm IN THE STAFF LOUNGE
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Dress Code
Just a few quick notes. We want students to be comfortable and appropriate for middle school and
they do a great job. As parents, you can help out by checking them before they go out the door.
Remember:

e students’ midsections should be covered- bellies should not be showing at all, tank tops with

“scoop” arms should not be worn

e undergarments should be covered

e shorts should have at least a 4 inch inseam

e clothing with inappropriate pictures, slogans, or content should be saved for non-school days

Sports

Girls Volleyball

Our girls volleyball team has been selected and practices will be starting next week. Not everyone
who came out was able to be placed on a team, unfortunately, and this can be a difficult adjustment
for some students. Parents, please encourage your student to keep working and to keep trying. We
have a wide variety of sports for students and many ways to get students involved.

Cross Country

If your student did not attend the informational meeting or first practice for cross country, s’he can
still join! We would love to have your student come out and run with our team. Practices will be
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 3:30 to 4:45 and students who are interested should contact
Mr. Hoyt (thoyt@slcusd.org) in his classroom in H2 for more information.

Parent Volunteers- Working Link this week!

We love having parents on our campus, but do ask that you let us know who you are when you’re
coming on. In an effort to make it easier for parents to join in the fun at LAMS, we encourage
parents to check out the “Volunteer” link on our webpage (lams.slcusd.org) If you click this link:
http://lamsvolunteer.weebly.com you can see what volunteer opportunities we have available right
now, and upcoming help that is needed at school. We will be using signup genius more and more as
the school year goes on so teachers can ask for help from our amazing pool of talented parents.
Please be sure to fill out the Volunteer information and Application packet. You can print it out from
the link on the website. We look forward to seeing you at school!

School Site Council Members Needed!

Speaking of parent volunteers, we are in need of parents to join the school site council. This
council’s primary function is to help create and approve our Single Plan for Student Achievement
and to track progress on the goals set within that plan. The council will meet approximately 4 times
this year and parents must be elected into the position. If you are interested, please send me an email
with your name and a short bio I can put in next week’s newsletter. Voting will take place online
and/or by hand and the first meeting will take place on Monday, Sept. 21.
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Powerschool info

Powerschool parent and student logins have been mailed home to everyone. They should be
arriving either this weekend or early next week. The letters have directions for how to log on and
link to your child’s grades. When you do log in, please let your child know and, if you have the
opportunity, talk with your child about your expectations for them as a student. As parents, watch
for zeros in the gradebook- those indicate your student has not turned in an assignment. The best
thing to do at that point is to check the backpack...As many already know, work may be
completed despite your student’s protests that it has already been turned in!

Remember, if you ever have a question about your student’s grades, start with your student first to
find out what is going on. If there is still concern, remember teachers can be emailed by clicking
on the link to their name in Powerschool.

IMPORTANT DATES TO NOTE
ASB Campaigning begins this wek

Monday, Sept 5 LABOR DAY HOLIDAY- NO SCHOOL
Tuesday, Sept6 Cross Country practice 3:304:45 Lower field
Wednesday, Sept7

Thursday, Sept8 Cross Country practice 3:304:45 Lower field

Monday, Sept. 9 Labor Day, No School




